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Appendix	1:	SUSTAINABLE	AGRICULTURE:

Transitioning	to	Environmentally	Sustainable	
Land	Management	and	Food	Production	in	
Canada in the next Canadian Agriculture 
Partnership & Business Risk Management Plan

The Green Budget Coalition envisions a future in 
which our food production, including the land 
management that supports it, is environmentally 
sustainable. We can do this while maintaining 
a strong agriculture and food sector, employing 
millions of Canadians, and supporting biodiversity 
and agrobiodiversity on our land base. Feeding the 
world’s increasing population sustainably in the 
context of climate change requires resilient and 
diverse food systems that minimize environmental 
impacts, protect and restore the ecosystem services 
that are vital to a thriving agricultural economy, and 
offer long-term solutions for climate adaptation and 
mitigation and mitigating climate change.

Key to achieving this is embracing innovation, 
including appropriate technologies, that supports 
environmentally sustainable agricultural outputs 
through no increase in the conversion of existing 
natural or marginal lands on the existing agricultural 
land base, while concurrently moving towards net 
habitat gains through restoration and enhancement. 
This concept has already been embraced by the 
Canadian Roundtable for Sustainable Crops, an 
industry-NGO partnership working collaboratively 
towards innovative agricultural practices and 
sustainability.

Canada has the potential to become a world leader 
in environmentally sustainable agriculture that 
also meets international targets such as the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and CBD 
Biodiversity Targets, by delivering ecological goods 
and services and social benefits, including gender 
equality, food security, economic development, 

reconciliation with Indigenous peoples, and support 
for the next generation of farmers.

Consultations on BRM and CAP Renewal

The federal government has invested significantly 
in science and technology to spur growth in the 
agriculture industry in Canada and to provide risk 
management tools to ensure business viability. 
It has made very little investment in reducing 
environmental risk or building agricultural resilience 
to climate change — yet both of these areas are 
part and parcel of reducing on-farm business risks 
and ensuring stable livelihoods for farmers now 
and in the future. Canadian agriculture will remain 
unsustainable without mitigating the negative 
environmental impacts of agricultural production, 
particularly under changing climate conditions, 
and will only continue to degrade marginal lands 
and natural habitats. The federal government 
must be a key driver in supporting a transition to 
environmentally sustainable agriculture, including 
regenerative agriculture and practices that support 
ecosystem services, and provide income stability 
for a strong and diverse farming community. It 
must also demonstrate an elevated level of national 
leadership by working openly through established 
forums, particularly the Federal-Provincial-
Territorial Ministers of Agriculture, to develop 
sector-specific approaches that meaningfully address 
the climate crisis, the biodiversity crisis and the 
continued loss of ecosystem services on the working 
agricultural landscape. These collaborative solutions 
must be developed for and supported within the next 
Canadian Agricultural Policy Framework.
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To achieve a transformational shift in the 
environmental impacts of the Canadian agri-
food industry in the medium to long term, the 
Business Risk Management (BRM) and Canadian 
Agricultural Partnership (CAP) programs must be 
adapted to support the adoption of ecological best 
practices including new and innovative approaches 
to agri-food production and processing. However, 
as these programs are intended to provide stability, 
predictability, and assurance for producers, changes 
must be seen as incentivizing and additive rather 
than punitive or reductive. At the same time, 
inaction will come with financial costs and increased 
risks, which should not continue to be pushed 
downstream and, by extension, fully absorbed by 
Canadians working outside of the sector.

Sustainable harvest standards have been mainstream 
in seafood harvest for some time, they are gradually 
making inroads into land-based agriculture as well. 
For example, the European Union has adopted the 
International Sustainability and Carbon Certification 
(ISCC) standards for the acceptable use of 

agricultural based biofuels. Under this standard, the 
production or use of biofuels from converted lands 
(natural habitat to new crop lands) is not authorized 
for use or sale in the EU. As consumers are 
demonstrating increased awareness of and concern 
about the environmental impact of their lifestyle 
choices, similar certification regimes will continue 
to gain mainstream support and acceptance across 
the global marketplace. These emerging standards 
create a significant business and market risk for 
Canadian producers. Taking proactive steps now to 
address the practices that undermine environmental 
sustainability would shift the current risk of 
ecological standards to a competitive advantage for 
Canadian producers.
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Recommendations:
The Green Budget Coalition recommends that 
the Government of Canada publicly commit to 
making environmental considerations a primary 
focus of its negotiation for the renewal of CAP and 
BRM in 2023. In preparation for these negotiations, 
the Green Budget Coalition recommends that 
AAFC assess the efficacy of environmental 
strategies incorporated into similar agricultural 
support programs in other nations, and undertake 
a broad process of consultation with stakeholders 
to identify options for enhancing environmental 
incentives within CAP and BRM To ensure that this 
is implemented effectively and comprehensively, the 
Green Budget Coalition recommends allocating 
$1 million of existing funding (over two years) for 
this purpose. 

In the 2023 renewal, the Green Budget Coalition also 
recommends that Canada: 

• Seek to identify and eliminate, within CAP 
and BRM, perverse subsidies for activities that 
cause unnecessary ecological harm; 

• Target 10% of total BRM investment towards 
incentivizing agro-ecological transitions, and

• Devote 40% of all CAP expenditure to 
research, programs, and investments that 
are consistent with regenerative agricultural 
principles and practices.

For GBC recommendations to advance sustainable 
agriculture over 2020-23, please see Environmentally 
Sustainable Agriculture, earlier in this document.

 
CONTACTS 
Martin Settle – msettle@weseedchange.org 
Carolyn Callaghan – carolync@cwf-fcf.org
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